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AN 
ENQUIRY, c. 


OWEVER inconſiſtent it 

H may be with the Vanity of 
EO: an Author to forbid, rather 
than invite his Reader, the 
Writer of this Enquiry is willing to 
acquaint thoſe whoſe Curioſity may 
Wa 


* 


. 
expect a Detection of miniſterial Schemes, 
or whoſe Malignity may call for Gra- 
tification, by the Aſperſion of particular 
Characters, that they will be but ill en- 
tertained by a Peruſal of his Pamph- 
let. 9 


He well knows the Genius of his 
Countrymen; he would more willingly 
fay of Mankind, that it has a ſecret, or 
rather an avowed Pleaſure, in diſcovering 
the Guilt of Individuals. But Truth is 
not to be wreſted to gratify the black 
Paſſions of Depravity; and the Enquirer, 
whether intereſted or not, ought to be 
impartial as the Eye of Juſtice. After 
this has been ſaid, it will be neceſſary to 
obſerve, that as no private characters 
will be aſperſed, ſo none will be ob- 
liquely defended ; that as Envy will not 

be indul ged by conjectural Reproach, ſo 
neither - ſhall Impartiality poſſibly be 
| ns a Bog, 


(7 
tranſgreſſed by an unpleaſing Defence of 


any obnoxious name. 
| 5 


The People of Grear-Britain ars afto- 


niſh'd to ſee their Arms unſucceſsful, 
their Efforts baffled, their Settlements 


plundered, and their Enemies triumph: 5 


and to a People dreaded for their Cou- 
rage, fam'd for their Victories, and re- 
ſpected by all the Powers in Europe, 


theſe, it muſt be confeſs'd, are morti- 
fying Circumſtances; how theſe Cir- 


cumſtances came to be ours, IS the Sub- 
Ject of the preſent . 


Able 3 to penetrate 


into more abſtracted Cauſes, have heard 
of their Country's Misfortunes with a 
Kind of philoſophic Eaſe, concerned 
only as at the Events'of common Chance; 
and have readily acquieſced in the moſt 
obvious Excuſes ; ſuch as, the ſuperiority 


of Numbers, or the Accidents of War. 
3 Theſe 
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{#) | 
Theſe may be 'good Men and peaceful 
Subjects, but it admits of a Diſpute, whe- 
ther this ought on all Occaſions to be 
the Behaviour of a free People, * 


If we have not known our Loſſes ſo 


many, our Expeditions ſo vain, and our 
Expences ſo great, it is but natural 


ſtrictly to enquire why the firſt have not 


been prevented? why the ſecond were 
unſucceſsful? and to complain that the 


laſt have been ruinouſly miſapplied. 


France, whoſe Punic Faith is branded 
to a Proverb, has, many many Years 
ago, done enough to inform a diſcerning | 


People, that ſhe is jealous, ambitious, 
en and a gebt 


Oreai- 


(9) 
Great-Britain ſeems to be with- 
out Miſtruſt, very unambitious, con- 
ſcientiouſly faithful in her; Engage- 
ments, and conſequently without 
any Deſign on the Poſſcfſions of 
others. Ap 


When ſuch are the Diſpoſitions 
of two Kingdoms, Rivals in Intereſt 


and in Power, between which there 


exiſts a Kind of hereditary Enwity, 
it will not be wondered that no pa- 
cific Treaty, however ſolemnly rati- 
fied, can long continue ; thoſe whom 


no Engagements of Honour can bind, 


would only wait a favourable Oppor- 
tunity to gratify their Ambition : the 
French, from the Commencement of 
the late g/or/0us Peace, have only ſtu- 
died how they might renew the War 


B to 
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to an Advantage, and I wiſh we could 


now ſay that their Deſigns have been 
unſucceſeful, 


Our American Poſſeſſions, the Glo- 
ry of the Britih Crown, and the Ba- 


ſis of our Commerce, they have long 


envied us: And for that, among o- 


ther n theſe became the firſt 
Object of their Depredations, 


In the Yau 1753, 1500 regular 
Forces ſent from France built three 
Fe orts on the Olio, on Lands which, 
by a Grant from his Majeſty, were the 
Property of ſeveral Gentlemen in 
London and Virginia. In October of the 
ſame Year, the Governor of that Pro- 


yince thought proper to ſend Mr, 


Waſhington to demand of the French 


Com- 


( an 
Commandant, the Reaſons of their ſet= 
tling on the Properties of the Britiſp 
Subjects? and to require them in a 
ſolemn Manner to withdraw. Mr. 
Waſhington's painful Journey only pro- 
cured this Anſwer, that the Marquis 


Duguiſne ſhould be conſulted, and his 


Determinations followed; and that, 
in the mean time, the French were 
reſolved to keep their Station. This 
Concluſion, however, might have 


been made from ſome Hints which the 
French Officers, when Wine * had 
taken off Reſerve, inadvertently threw. 


Out; and their unwarrantable Pre- 


* When Mr Waſhington was with ſore of the 


General Officers, in the Freedom of the Bottle, 


they told him, That their Deſign was, to pre- 


vent the Engliſh from building Forts on the | 


| ; Ohio, 
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tences F to a Right on the Ohio, that 
they were determined not to quit 
their Forts, till baniſhed by Supe- 


riority of Numbers; which, tho' the 


Engliſb, they owned, could eaſily 


| raiſe, yet, ſo well they knew the 


th ey had uſurped. 


had no Thoughts of being ſoon 
obliged to abandon- the Settlements 


When an Enemy is ſo kind as to 


point out to us our] weak Parts, we 
| ought furely to be alarmed, and prin- 


cipally to defend the Object of 


his Sword. 


Fas 8 et * bo eri. | 


4 Then 1 a | Right to. the Obis, by 


the Diſcovery of one La Solle, made about 60 
Years ago. 
In 
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In the Spring, 1754, Orders were 


fent from England, toi repel Force by 
Force, and to drive the Enemy from 
the Forts they had built, and the Set- 


tlements they had eſtabliſhed contrary 


to Treaty. Accordingly a Number of 
Forces, to the Amount of 2,000, 


draughted from the ſeveral Provinces, 


were ordered to form a Camp on the 


Ohio, While theſe military Prepara- 
tions were making, the French caſt 


off all Pretexts, puſhed their En- 
eroachments. and committed open 
Hoſtilities. But hear the Succeſs of 
this Campaign. Were the Uſurpers 
baniſhed from their Forts? Was their 
Plunder recovered? Were their ſet- 
tling Schemes defeated? No——Un- 


leſs it could have been effected by a 
trifling 


(14) 
trifling Skirmiſh ; for that, it muſt be 
owned, happened between a few Pro- 
vincials, under Col. Waſhington, and a 


Party of the Enemy: And in that 
ended the Operations of the Seaſon. 
- Can any one: obſerve the Progreſs 


of theſe Affairs, and not be aſtoniſh- | 


 edat'our Neglect? While we ſtupid- 


_ 
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— * * * 
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4. 


ly ſuffered our Enemies for whole 
Seaſons to ſtrengthen their Powers, to 
ſpread their Inſinuations, and to extend 


their Encroachments |! dot However 
blameable our Colonies were, in that 
they did not unite with the neceſſary 
Vigour and Diſpatch to deſtroy the 
Enemy, the Britiſh P———t muſt 


have been in a great Degree more ſo. 


If, inſtead of the looſe Orders that were 


diſpatched to the Governors of our Co- 


lonies, a Number of Tranſports had 


been ſent over with Ammunition, Mo- 


ney, 


1 * . eee K n 
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ney, proper Officers, and proper In- 


ſtructions, we ſhould not now expect 


Accounts of freſh Depredations, and: * 


2:2 Sa _ 


new Encroachments. But the Pomp 


and Conteſts of Electioneering ſeem to 
have made our Repreſentatives forget 


the Cauſe of their Election. 


The Frencb, however, not ſo in- 

active in aſſaulting as we in defending 
our Properti ies, did not fail to take the 
Advantage of that Tardineſs they fore- 


ſaw, and that Negligence which they 


ſurely found to exceed their Expecta- 


tions. They were continually rein- 


forcing their Army in America with 
whatever its Neceſſities required; nor 


did it make that Uſe a modern Bri- 


tſh Army might have made of the 
: Supplies which it received. 


In 
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In the Beginning of the Year 
1755, it was concluded, that the Ene- 
my was no longer to be trifled with, 
and that ſuch a Number of Forces 
ſhould be ſent from England, as, 
with thoſe that might be raiſed from 
the ſeveral Colonies, would effectu- 
ally put a Stop to the Proceedings of 
the French, if not totally drive them 
from the Continent. Accordingly 


General Braddock with Dunbar's and 


Halket's Regiments, under Commo- 
dore Keppel, arrived in America. — 
A general Council was held at 
Annafolis in Maryland, and u pwards 


of thirteen thouſand Men were 


found ready for Action. Theſe, in 
ſeveral Parties, had ſeveral Deſtina- 


tions; the Troops in New England 


and 


Dr STE PUP oitr REIT „„ eters rs Ws 
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(7 ) 


and Nova Scotia united to tepel the 


Enemy in the laſt mentioned Pro- 
vinces, which they effected. Colo- 
nel Jabhnſon was diſpatched with a 


good Force againſt Crown - Point ; 


Governor Shirley marched to attack 
another Fort at Niagara; General 


Braddock was deſtined to the Ohio; 
and General Monkton to drive the 
French from two Forts in the Bay 


of Lamas 


We ſoon received an Account of 


Monkton's Succeſs: which, indeed, 


we ſhould have expected from that 


brave Officer, had he been engaged 
in a more difficult Enterprize and 
this Event encouraged the Hopes we 
had before entertained of effectually 
baniſning our Enemies from the 


Cc Lands 


1 


(18 ) 
Lands they had ſeized, and the Prints | 
Z they had built. 


The W r  Braddock's Expedi- 
* tion had a different Event. Nothing 
ſhould. be ſaid to hurt the Memory 
of that brave Leader, who fell a 
Sacrifice to his Courage; but it is uni- 
W -. verſally acknowledged, that he was 
” . unfit for any Operation in America, 
where ſo much was to be done by cool | 
= CTircumſpection and affable Behaviour, 
and where Stratagem and Ambuſcade 
were more to be expected than any re- 
gular. Battle. A calm Temper, and a 
\ diſcerning Head, were not ſo much the 
Characteriſtics of Braddocł, as raſh 


Courage, and an impolitic Attach- 
ment to the Laws of War. 


But 


( 19 ) 


$2 5& 


But thoſe who appointed that Ge- 
neral to a Command in America, 
wanted either Skill or Honeſty, as ap- 
peared from ſeveral unſucceſsful Events 
during their Adminiſtratien. An In- 
ſtance or two will prove the Truth of 


this Aſſertion. 


CO OBESE Nay 
- * S 4 1 1 * 
ne 


Boſcauen went out with eleven 
Ships of the Line and one Frigate, to 
intercept the French Fleet, which, 


when it came out, was found to con- 
fiſt of twenty-five Ships of the Line. 
Had they then the neceſſary Intelli- 
gence, or was Baſcawen deſigned to 


beat the French ? 


C 


— gr — — — 
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But groſs as this Management was, 
it was made ſtill worſe by Holborne's 


Diſpatch to reinforce Bo/cawen. This 


Affair might have been of the moſt 
ruinous Conſequence, as it might poſ- 
fibly have deprived us of two Fleets, 


which being attacked ſeparately by the | 


Enemy, would both have been taken 


or deltroyed. 


Thus by a Neglect of the neceſſary 
Intelligence, to ſay no worſe, was the 
_ French Power ſuffered ſo infinitely ta 
increaſe in America ; and by the 
Choice of an improper Commander to 


80 againſt them, were thoſe Forts ſuf- 
fered to continue in the Enemy's 


; Hand, Which we had been two Years 
in | 


( 21 ) 


inefefually aiming to deſtroy ; and 
which it was the more ſhameful to 
leave undemoliſhed or untaken, as 
moſt Part of the Time they were de- 
fended but by a Handful of Men. 


eee 


After this Event, Virginia was left 
naked, expoſed to every Incurſion of 
the Enemy, that Cruelty, Revenge, 
or the Hopes of Plunder might ex- 
cite: an almoſt univerſal Stop was put 
to Trade, and the Inhabitants were 
buſied only in hiding their Effects, 
and conſulting for their Safety. : 


Such were the dreadful Apprehen- 
ſions after Braddock's Defeat; and 
happy it was that the expected Conſe- 
quences did not enſue: For tho' many 
Families on the Frontiers were either 

EE mur 


— ** 1 


* 

: 
fl 
” 
5 
* 

os 
I 

4 

- 
* 
1 
5 
1 
80 
275 
5 
a 

[1 
4 7 
y 
1”) 

4 

* 

* 

1 

2 

"4 

z 
x 


622) 
murdered, or ruined in their Circum- 
ſtances by the Enemy, yet that valu- 
able Province 1 is ſtill ours. 


Soon after, however, a more ſue- 
ceſsful Event cleared the Gloom of 
Deſpondency, and made the unhappy 

Provincials once more reſume their 

Courage, and hope for Superiority. 


This was the ſharp Engagement 
between Col. Jobnſon and Baron 
Dieftau, in which the latter was taken 
Priſoner, and a great Number of his 
Men periſhed. OS 


This Succeſs might have had a 
good Effect both : on our own People, | 
and the Indians in our Favour, but 


another diſcouraging Circumſtance at 
. | that 


( 25 ) 
that Time, unluckily retarded the 
Wheel of Proſperity in its Career. 


The Supplies voted by the Aſſem- 
bly of Penſyloania, and ſo much 
wanted and expected at this Time, 
were ſtopped by the ill-timed Differ- 
ences between that Body and the Go- 
vernor. However juſtifiable thoſe 
Diſputes might have been at any other 
Time, they were then of the worſt 7 
Conſequence, and highly blameable. 


— 


.- Though Diſputes concerning the 
'' Method or Legality of raiſing Sup- 
plies, or the Means to be uſed for re- 
pelling an invading Enemy, are fo un- 
natural and deteſtable when carried to 

ſuch a Pitch as to fruſtrate their End, 
4 that one would expect no prudent Peo- 


ple 
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(24 v 
ole would admit them; ; yet as they 
are found frequent in all Countries, 


the Method of raiſing Supplies for Va- 


riety of Occaſions ought to be fixed 


and indiſpenſable as very conſtitu- 


tional Law. 


This Misfortuno of the Differences 


in Penßylvania was aggravated by the 
Remiſſneſs of ſome other Provinces 


in conſulting, at this important Cribs, 


for the common Good. 


Ihe northern Colonies, which had 
been both more active and unanimous, 


were alſo diſſatisfied to find that their 
Mother Country diſtributed ber Fa- 


vours, and her Care, . more liberally 


among thoſe that. had been more inac- 


tive, and conſequently not ſo deſerv- 
120 ing; 


; 
3 
- © 
"uh. 5. 
« 
2 
of * 
8 
= 
4 * 1 


(8) 


ing ; and if this were true, it was 
certainly a great Neglect in us, and 
might unfortunately cool the Ardour, 
and 1 unnerve the Activity of thoſe who 


| found their moſt vigorous Efforts : 


neglected, and the Supine and ld. 
oy wy the Pal of Favour.” 
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lee Differences, and theſe Si: 
tisfactions, "we kriew but did we avail 
ourſelves of the Intelligence? Were 


we Lufticiently | active in inſpiriting | 


the Indolent, in reconciling Diſputes, 
and exciting a right Emulation by re- 


Merits entitled them to Encourage- 
4 ment i aid Rewards, bh 5 


Noting could ture Gs" ee@ually 
contributed to deter the Enemy, and 
{ tans os wa 
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to aſcertain the Renee of Proviſi- 
ons, and other Neceſſaries, as uniting 
. | the ſeveral. Colonies, and by that 
Means engaging them! in a mutual Ex- 
ertion of their strength, and an 
unanimous Defence of the common 

Liberty. Had this been done, all 

muſt have contributed proportionably, | 
| and Murmuring and Partiality had not 
been of any ill Conſequence. For 
want of this Unanimity and general 
Cantribution, was Jobnſon, after his 
arge over SPS: French, left with- 


cr 44 


Force to 5 taken eum Pint, had 
he not wanted Proviſions, . that F Fort 


was left to be the Object of another 
Spring A 


4 4 ** 2 
. a 


(DF ? 


I it ſhould be aſked what General 
Shirley, and the 3,000 Men under his 


Command were doing during the um- 
mer, it can only be anſwered, that, 
after having built two ſmall Forts at 
| Ofwego, he retired into Winter-Quar- : 
A - | e 1 
The Miſeries that ſacceeded this in- 
effectual Campaign might have been 1 
expected, but they were indeed ter- 8 
rible: the unhappy Backſettlers expe- N f 
rienced all the Diſtreſs that human Na- " 
ture can ſuffer, whether in the Loſs Pm 4 
of Circumſtances, or the Loſs of 3 = 
Life! e e 


OE 


Ho great ought the Talents of 
thoſe intruſted with the public Wel- 
fare to be ! How extenſive their Know- 
ledge ! How indefatigable their En- 
deavours ! it may alfo be added; how 
ſenſible their Hearts of the Diſtreſſes 
of others, that they may be careful 
leſt any Neglect or Miſcondu@ of 
theirs ſhould expoſe the meaneſt Sub- 
ject to Ruin or to Pain. 


ITheſe Conſiderations ſeem not at al! 
to have taken Place with our Miniſtry 
at a Time when they ſhould have had 
the greateſt Effect. After we had fo 
ſenſibly ſeen the unfortunate Conſe. 
quences of Delay, in both the pre- 
ceeding Summers, the Operations of : 
f 85 the 


(29) 
the Year Fifty-fix were expected to 


be managed with the greateſt vigour 
and Diſpatch. But whoever expected 
it, was ſurely deceived: The fame 


dilatory Spirit till lulling Or Coun- 
cils, and retarding our Action. Nor 


will. this, Complaint appear unjuſt, | 
when it is conſidered, that the Sup- 
plies ſent to America were not em- 
| barked till the latter End of April; 


that the General appointed to com- 


mand the Forces, and who, there- 
| fore, ſhould have been at their Head 


as early as poſſible, did not go for- 


ko & 2 „ 1 
— # ys ns 


| ward till a Month after theſe; and 
. ſeveral of theOfficers and the Ammuni- 


tion, not till a Month after him. The 
th difcreet Method of ſhipping the . 
ä munition is ſo well known, that it 


need not be mentioned, 


Thus 
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Thus was the Seaſon for Action loft | 


in the moſt inexcuſable unaccountable 
Delays ! Delays which, in their Con- 


ſequence, we could foreſee to be dan- 


gerous, and which were the more un- 


pardonable, not only as the then Si- 


uns e 
aas 


tuation of Affairs demanded the great- 
eſt Expedition, but as we had very 


ſenſibly experienced their bad Ef- 
fects before. 


The frequent Change of our Com- 
manders in America was, neceſſarily 
attended with great Inconveniencies; ; 
the laſt appointed had the Plan of the 
Country and the Genius of its Inha- 
bitants to enquire into, and to form 


his Operations accordingly. No other 


Arguments need be uſed to prove the 


Truth of this Aſſertion, as unfortu- 


nately 


484) 
nately nothing from Practice can be 
proved againſt it. 


Crown-Point, whoſe Capture was 
the Object of general Hope, and for 
which this Seaſon was particularly de- 
ſigned, was unmoleſted, unattempt- 


ed. The Frencb, it is true, were now 


greatly increaſed in Numbers; but 
that could be no Obſtacle, as we had 
ſtill a ſufficient Force to ſend againſt it. 


"ik adi 3 Fatality then! — 


by what unaccountable Negligence, 


or unreaſonable Cowardice, did we 
leave the Deſign of reducing that 


| Fort unexecuted ? The ſtricteſt En- 


quiry, 1 believe, would produce no- 


1. more than Aſtoniſhment ; for 


we 
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we only find, that what was s praitica- 


ble was left . 22 - 


21 But * us ſuppoſe, that our 
Commanders were diverted from their 
Attentlon to Croun- Point, upon hear- 
ing chat the Enemy had a Deſign on 


| Ofwego, Of this they had timely No- 
tice; as the French had formed a large 
Camp within about thirty Miles of 


that Fort, the Intent of Which could 
only be to attack it; and of this No- 
tice they induſtriouſſy availed them- 


ſelves. They had long before expe· 
rienced the ruinous Conſequences of 
Delay, and were determined to give 


one Inſtance of Vigour and Dilpatch : 2 


| Accordingly General Webb was ſent 


with a Reinforcement to Ofiego, a at 
moſt two Days after it was taken! 


* * 
VF 


Ho- 


8 


However, let it not be ſaid, chat our 


Forces, during this Summer, eat the 
Bread of Idleneſs: Tho- they durſt | 


not fight, they could dig with Safety; 
and the Seaſon was ſpent in making 


Entrenchments at Lale George, and 


fortifying Fort William Henry. 


Wa 


1 us now turn from the melan- 


choly Proſpect of that wretched 
Year, and ſee if the preſent will 


not afford us a more pleaſing 
one. es 


The Beginning of this Year was 


employed in Preparations for an Ex- 


pedition againſt LoulisBouxen; a 


Scheme which, if it had been rightly 
concerted, might probably have ſuc- 
E ceeded: 


. OS 
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0 mn _ _ . ” 
rg A, N 


CY 


ö 


| 


e 
ceeded : But its Succeſs entirely de- 
pended on an early Motion in the 
j Spring, before the Enemy could be 


reinforced by Supplies from Europe 
or Wuebeck, © As this was the Caſe, 

there was never any Probability of 
executing thar Deſign this Vear: Ad- 
miral Holborne could not be expected 

to arrive: ſooner than June; and whe- 
ther he would: bring a Number of 
Ships with him ſuperior to the French 
Fleet, was equally uncertain with the 
Time of his Arrival. When he came 


to Halifax, he found that the Enemy 8. 


Fleet conſiſted of more capital Ships, 
beſides Frigates, than his own; and 


that they had a much greater Number 


of Guns. A Council of War was 
thereupori held, and it was agreed to 


one Vote, that the enn wag im- 
practicable at ar Time. . 


This 


(3) 


This Council of War ought not, 
however, to be look'd upon in the ſame 
Light as ſome of thoſe Councils of 
Peace which have been held upon our 
European Expeditions. Had Halborne 


inconſiderately riſqued a Battle with 


the Enemy, he might, in all human 
Probability, have been conquered, and 
the Conſequences of that Defeat would 
have been terrible indeed: The Tranſ- 
ports, with upwards of ten Thouſand 
Land-Forces on board, would have 
been taken or deſtroyed, and New York, 


and perhaps Nerth America, had been 


loft in Conſequence of that Event. 
The Courage of the Admiral was ne- 


| ver doubted. After the Land- Forces 
were diſmiſſed, he was determined 
himſelf to ſee the Strength of the 

1 * 1 Enemy; 
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Enemy ; and it is well | known, he 


would have hazarded a Battle, though 


upon: a moderate Diſadvantage. 


That his Fleet has been diſperſed 


and damaged by a Storm, is an unfor- 
tunate Accident; but it is to be hoped, 
that the Commiſſioners of the Navy 
will, without Loſs of Time, ſend him 


4 Reinforcement that ſhall make him 


equal, if not ſuperior, to the French 
Fleet. 5 


Before I have done with American 


Affairs, one Particular more is to be 


conſidered, which, however, can give 


the Reader no great Satisfaction at 
his Diſmiſſion. 1 know not whether 


it will be expected that I am going to 


mention. the Loſs of Fort William 


Henry, 


("I 
Henry, as that Event, I cannot tell for 
what Reaſon, did not much alarm us. 


If we ſhould reſume the Deſign of redu- 


cing Croun- Point, it would be very ne- 


ceſſary for the Attempt, as it commands 


the Lakes; but whatever was its Uſe, 
the Circumſtances of its Capture were 


ſo ſhameſul, that they cannot ſure be 


heard without indignation. 


General Jeb, the fame who was 


ſent to the Relief of Oſwego, was in- 


formed by the unhappy Affair of Co- 


lonel Parker, which happened about 
the 21ſt of July, that a large Body of 


French and Indians was coming againſt 


them, but he could not believe the 
Report, and ſo neglected to call in by 


Expreſſes the Militia of the Pro- 


'vinces, and to provide every neceſſary 
Supply. , On the ſecond | of Aut 
8 their 
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3 their Scouts diſcovered them upon the 
Lake: that very Night was the pru- 


dent General for marching off to Fort 
Edward: in the Morning he went, 


eſcorted by a ſtrong Guard; and after 
his ſafe Arrival he ventured to write 
by his Aid de Camp to the command- 


ing Officer at Fort Henry, The Con- 


tents of his gallant Letter ey be thus 
| epitomized. 


Six, 
«M2 The Roads are ſo inveſted that 
a Letter can ſcarce get Paſſage. As 
« you know my ſtrength, you know 
© how dangerous it would be for me 


to join you. I have ſent Expreſſes 
upon Expreſſes for the Militia, If 
neither I nor they ſhould come to 
oy * Aſſiſtance, you muſt make the 


1 < beſt 


| 87 AD þ 
© beſt Terms you can, and I *. God 
give you Succeſs.” | 


7 as it is . che Fort was. U. ö 
built, and it was impoſſible to defend 
it, why, in the name of oommon 
Senſe, did not the Garriſon quit it 
before it was inveſted by the Enemy. | 
They might by that Means have faved | 
the Proviſions and every thing elle, / 
which, upon a Surrender, were loſt... 
They had not then been expoſed to 
the Plundering and Butchering of the 
ſavage Indians, nor had they been in- 

X capacitated, by the Terms of Capitula- 
tion, to take up Arms againſt the French. 
Beſides, had the Garriſons of Fort Nil. 
Jam Henry and Fort Edward been 
en by the Militia, they might, by 
the Diſcretion of a prudent Comman- 

TH. der, 
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der, have cut off the Enemy 8 Retreat, 
and inſtead of our loſing a Fort, the 


French might have loſt an Army. It 


was expected indeed, that Lord Lau- 
don would fall upon them in their 
Return, but thoſe Expectations were 
founded on bad Intelligence, for 
they returned victorious, and unmo- 
leſted. 


Thus much of 8 America — from a 


Reflection on the whole it appears, that 
the Forts on the Obio were ſuffered to 


ö remain in the Enemy's Hand, becauſe 
of the Indiſcretion of the Commander 


that was ſent againſt them: that Ge- 


neral Jobhnſon was unable to proſe- 
cute his Victory over the French in 
1755 by Want of Proviſions and 


other Neceſſaries: : that Crown- Poine 
g Was 


)) 

Pas unattempted in 17 56, to all Appear- 
ance through mere Cewardice; and 
that Oſwego was loſt through Cowar- 


dice or through Negligence, The 
_  Defign againſt Lourſbourgh was inef- 
fectual, becauſe it could not be exe- 
cuted at a proper Seaſon; and the 
Lſs of Fort William- Henry was the Ef- 


fect of e and — 


Thus unſucceſsful 1 we been 
in America 3 and yet what we have 
done i in Europe only adds to the Weight 
of our Misfortunes, and, if 8 
heightens our Diſgrace 


Who can conſider the Loſs of Mi- 
norca without an Indignation, which 


Time can no more ſoften than the 
„( 
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Death of an executed Admiral could 


appeaſe? When we act thus inef- : 
fectually for ourſelves, it is no wonder 
that our Allies ſhould be deceived in 
us. It is in States as in private Life; 
He that cannot do well for himſelf, as 
certainly proves a helpleſs Friend ; and 
a Kingdom unſucceſsful in its own 
Wars, muſt be a hopeleſs Ally. The 
brave King of Pruſſia is indeed to be 
pitied, as he has not only his own Ene- 
mies but ours to repel. Great-Britain, 
once the Scourge of France, was thought 
ſufficient, not only to defeat that King- 
dom in any Attempt, but to aſſiſt her 
Allies, ſhould their Neceſſities, even 
then, call for her Relief. Not one of 
us, I dare ſay, but is perſuaded | that 
the brave Monarch, whom we have 
ſo ingloriouſly deſerted, would not have 
relinquiſhed us in the like Cireum- 
ances. 5 


( 487) 


ſtances. But it is much to be withed 
that the War be not cloſed by a Peace 
as ſhameful as the Treaty 155 ——. 1 


As A National Enquiry has been 
made into the Cauſes of our Loſs of 


Minorta, it would be Arrogance un- 
pardonable in a private Man to aſſign 
any other than thoſe which have been 


pointed out by the wiſe Council of 


the Nation. This however, by the 
Courteſy of England, may be ſaid; 


If Byng was capitally guilty for neg- 


lecting to do all in his Power to ſave 
the Iſland, thoſe who were then at the 


Head of Affairs, and neglected, though 
they had timely Intelligence, to ſend a 


Fleet that might prevent the Enemy's 


bn 
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Landing who, when the Fleet was 8 
diſpatched, ſent no more than a Hand- 
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ful of Land- Forces in Compariſon : 


of the Enemy along with it, whoſe 
Service, could they have been thrown , 


in, would have been ineffectual, while 

the French Fleet was able to cruiſe off 
the Iſland:— Thoſe, certainly, in ſome 

Degree, partook of his Crime, who 1 


did not do all he might have done to 


fave the Iſland. 


Un the Corfican Expedition, indeed, 


we have not been diſappointed ;j— 


becauſe we had no Expectations 
from it. No Perſon of common Saga- 


city could ever ſuppoſe that the Mal- 
contents of that Iſland, who were la- 


bouring to throw off one Yoke, would, 
like the Horſe in the Fable, ſubmit to 


another. If we only meant to have the 


e of 2 Watering-Flace in Re- 


turn 


19) 4 

turn for aſſiſting the Rebels, could 
we be ſo ſtupid as to think that a Peo- 
ple who live on Plunder, would be 
bound by any Laws of Gratitude ? 
Or, in Times of Scarcity, be perſuaded 
by any moral Conſiderations, to ſpare 
their Benefactors? 


With Reſped to the Secret Expedi- 
tion, this may be ſaid in Favour of the 
| Deſign, and to the Honour of thoſe 
that formed it; Had we been ſucceſs- 
ful, and deſtroyed the Shipping at Ro- 
chelle or Rochfort, the French would 
not have been able to ſend a new Fleet 
into America in the Spring, becauſe 


their Artificers muſt have been em- 


ployed in repairing the Loſs. But 
why, then, was not this uſeful Defign 
put in Execution ? Was it impoſſible = 
to vi And the Men, or to make an Im- 

preſſion 
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preſſon dn the Works? This will not 
be avered, even by thoſe who neg- 
lected to make the Attempt. Why 
then the Neglect? The Attempt was 


dangerous. But why thoſe Delays 


within Sight of the deſtined Coaſt, till 
it was covered by the Militia of the 
Country ? Was it not a Secret a 


dition, and its End to — 


Thus have we by Negligence, Delays 


Miſconduct and Cowardice, failed in 


every Attempt we have made, and been 
vanquiſh'd by every Aſſault of the Ene- 
my.—— How the War will end, it 
cannot now be determined ; but if we 
make not Repriſals by a vigorous Cam- 
paign, in the approaching Summer, we 


may tremble for the Conſequence. 


Should the deſerted King of Pruſſia be 


| ſwallowed up by his numerous Ene- 


mies, 


(47) 
mies, what will be the next $2 of 
the French Ambition ? wu 


However uſeleſs ſome may think it, 
to enquire into the Cauſes of unſuc- 
ceſsful Events, or to ſhew how the 
Misfortunes we have ſuffered might 
once have been avoided ; there 1s cer- 
tainly no Way ſo effectual to make us 
| attentive to our future Conduct, as to 

conſider the Loffes we have ſuſtained, 
and the Sources from whence they 
ſprung : And it is undoubtedly the 


Wiſh of every good Subject, That the 
Senſe of our paſt Sufferings and Diſ- 

grace may animate our Commanders 
with that noble Indignation, and ex- 


cite in them thoſe Sentiments of Glory, 


which muſt be for ever followed by 
Victory and Succeſs. 


FINIS. 
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